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» ADDRESS 


TO THE DEMOCRATIC REPUBLICAN ELECTORS OF THE 
STATE OF NEW-YORK. 


It is our duty, under a resolution passed by the Democratic State Con- 
vention which sat at Syracuse on the 13th inst., to address you on recent 
political events, vitally affecting the organization and permanency of the 
Democratic party in this State. And we proceed to discharge this duty 
with a firm conviction that in appealing as we do to your candor, your in- 
telligence, and your patriotism, we may safely rely on your giving a patient 
hearing to what we lave to say; and a just verdict after you have maturely 
considered it. : 

It is not our intention to recall past events further than to take a brief 
glance at the circumstances which have led, by natural gradations, to the 
present attitude of things, and to the position which the national democracy 
of the State have felt it a high and incumbent duty to assume. 

It is scarcely necessary to allude to the well known historical fact, that 
under all the agitations of the past, for a long series of years, the demo- 
eratie party has adhered with fidelity to the compromises of the constitution 
and the integrity ofthe union, and has resisted, with fearless energies, all 
the attempts of faction and fanaticism to invade both. Nor is it necessary 
td claim that it stands now where it has always stood, as the friend and 
advocate of the great principles which lie at the foundation of our govern- 
ment. It stands at this moment precisely where it stood in 1847, when a 
faction in this state resisted and split off from the regular democratic State 
nominations, because the convention refused te recognize the Wilmot Pro- 
viso as an integral part of the democratie creed. It stands upon the plat- 
form of 1848, where it stood when the same partisans raised the standard of 
rebellion, and with a distinct abolition organization, and with abolition can- 
didates, opposed and defeated the democratic national and state tickets. 
And we encounter now the same politicians, partially disguised, and a few 
accessions of interested or ambitious individuals who from personal objects, 
have proved recreant to their national democratic associations and affiliated 
with those they denounced as apostates from the cause of the democracy 
and the constitution, but the same in essence, in spirit, and in design. 

Overborne by the pervading love of urion and the high principles which 
animated the democratic masses of the State and Nation, the abolition fac- 
tion sought, in a change of tactics, to recover position and control over a 
party they had labored to dismember and defeat. They affected a “sudden 
love of “harmony and union.” They demanded re-admission into the 
democratic ranks, net as returning prodigals, renouncing their errors, but as- 
equals, nay, as captains and leaders. So far from any relinquishment of 
their heresies of opinion and course, they proclaimed their adherence to the 
former, and their determination to uphold and maintain them. And they 
persisted, on every public occasion, in their avowals of oppugnation and 
hostility. In three successive State conventions, they resisted and voted 
against an approval and recognition of the Compromise measures, and when 
compelled to yield to the popular democratic voice, they demanded that 
the Fugitive Slave enactment should stand as an exception to a qualified 
and meagre approval of the great acts for the adjustment of the Slavery 
agitation. 
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‘Such was their course in all the legislative proceedings in reference te 
those material measures of the National Democracy. Their most promi- 
nent leader assumed this attitude in unequivocal terms at the free soil 
gathering in Vermont, in the spring of ’51, and on a like occasion in Mas- 
sachusetts. In the last Baltimore Convention, they: resisted the adoption 
of the National platform, and their candidate for Attorney Gencral now, 
with several of his free soil associates, voted against it. And it was at a 
period no later distant than the last regular session of our State Legisla- 
ture, that they refused to sustain the patriotic resolutions proposed and 
urged by Democratic members, approving of the National platform, the 
Inaugural Address of Presideut Pierce, and the Fugitive Slave Law. Led 
on by their free soil Speaker, they resisted the adoption of those resolutions 
by every legislative artifice, and by open and determined opposition, and 
succeeded in throwing them beyond the session. And finally, when at the 
succeeding Extra Session, the resolutions were brought at last to a vote, 
they fled from their seats, or, remaining in the chamber, votedin the negative. 

Stilh more recently, at the meeting of the Democratie State Committee, 
convened in the city of New-York in July, for the purpose of ealling the an- 
nual State Convention, such of the free-soil members of the committee ax 
were in attendance renewed the attempt, sometimes within the room, and at 
other times hovering without, to prevent the adoption of the same resolu- 
tions. And again, at the. meeting in Albany, in August, of “the Young 
Men’s Democratic State Executive Committee,” it was-apparent from the 
proceedings that these cardinal doctrines of the Democracy were not less re- 
pugnant to these than to other pretended friends of ‘union and hgrmony.’” 
Here a display of opposition, very similar'to that evinced in the State Com- 
mittee, was exhibited by certain young men, who, after exhausting every arti- 
fice of parliamentary tactics in their efforts to evade a vote, when escape 
from it was no longer possible, imitated the insincerity of their leaders and 
voted “aye” upon the very resolutions they had opposed and labored to 
defeat. A few only of their number had the courage and frankness to 
avow their real sentiments and to vote in the negative upon the resolutions. 
Other significant occurrences at the primary and district meetings held in 
different parts of the State, indicated a like spirit of hostility to these ex=" 
pressions of the sound democratic sentiment of the country. 

It may welt be asked, whence this uniform and unceasing opposition to 
resolutions, the transcript and affirmance literally of the sound national doc~ 
trines of the Inaugural Address of President Pierce, to which no true demo- 
erat could hesitate to subscribe? In our judgment it springs from a design, 
deep and dangerous, which it is known has long been cherished, to aboli- 
tionize the democratic party of the North, and by obtaining the control of 
its organization, to convert it into ‘the great anti-slavery party of the coun- 
try.” This design was boldly proclaimed by John Van Buren, the ablest 
and most prominent of their leaders, in his speech already alluded to before 
the abolitionists and free-soilers of Vermont; and, every act of his political 
life sinee, however concealed under professions at one moment to support 
and enforce the fugitive slave law, and by denunciations gf its provisions at 
another, has been in furtherance of this object. To it he has bent all his 
energies. With it, he hopes to buil1 up a northern confederacy, strong 
enough to override and subvert the rights and institutions of the South, 
and to secure his own personal elevation. Hence these resolutions of the 
democrats of the Legislature, and of the State and Executive Committees 
for they were identical,) produecd much fluttering among the abolitionizing 
politicians. The members of the State Committee opposed to them, in let- 
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ters to, the Albany Atlas, their appropriate organ, publicly dissented from 
the action of the committee except so far as the call for the State Conven- 
tion was concerned ; and many of the newspapers professing to be demo- 
cratic, but secretly abetting this abolitionizing movement, and covering 
their purpose under the delusive cry of ‘‘union and harmony,”’ and a pretended 
zeal for the national administration, steadily refused to publish the resolutions. 

For three successive state elections the national democrats, not without 
misgivings, acquiesced in the pretended scheme of “union and harmony.” 
They were not unwilling to make an experiment in political action, for an 
assuméd public good, however contradicted by all past history and by the 
lessons of experience in judging of the aims of ambitious, interested or fac- 
tious men. They were not unwilling to make sacrifices of feeling, and 
position, if by any such act of liberality they could effect a cordial and 
united support of the great principles and platforms, to the maintenance of 
which they had so long devoted their exertions. But it was a false cry of 
**union and harmony.” It was an unreal and sinister cry. It was founded 


not in a sincere surrender of past hatreds and old avowals, but a coalition 


between those who sought a return to power and control, and a few national 
democrats who, aided by the combination, aimed at place and elevation. 
The leopards of free-soilism had not changed their spots, nor had nature so 
far reversed its elements and analogies as to change the characier and qual- 
ities of men. At no time have the assaults upon prominent national deme- 
crats ceased fora moment. Their chief organ in the city of New-York, 
the Evening Post, has not ceased to throw its envenomed and malignant, 
but impotent shafts in that direction, in terms of the grossest personality. 
Its ally and associate, the Albany Atlas, and other free-soil. presses, have 
been scarcely less lavish of their abuse and crimination. ‘Throughout the 
two late sessions of the legislature, their love of “union and harmony” 
has heen signalized by one of the most atrocious acts of political persecu- 
tion known in the annals of this or any other commonwealth, in an attempt 
to impeach and degrade a democratic’ state officer. The functions of the 
_ Chair, the forms of legislation, all justice, and even a decent regard to ap- 
pearances, were perverted or disregarded, and thrown into the scale of this 
'**harmonious”’ persecution. Every possible engine has been brought to the 
assault, and every means employed to accomplish their purpose; and the 
treasury of the state has‘been heavily drawn upon to satiate the vengeance 
and gratify the malignity of these clamorous friends of “union and harmo- 
ny.” The pursuit of a “victim” was continued, with unabated vindictive- 
ness, through the present year, and during all the struggle of choosing dele- 
gates to the State convention; and although it has resulted, as the friends 
of Joun ©. Marner were confident it would, in the triumphant vindica- 
tion of that intrepid democrat and capable public servant, and has covered 
his enemies with confusion and disgrace, it is not the less a most significant 
illustration of the hypocrisy which under such circumstances-claims to de- 
sire “union” and fraternization in the democratic ranks. 

More than this—at the very threshold of the convention, the Washing. 
ton Union, the Metropolitan adjunct of these affiliated presses and _politi- 
cians, following up its attack upon the Albany Argus and others among the 
ablest and most consistent and uniform of the democratic press, threw in its 
provocative to ‘union and harmony,” in a sinister missive, unmanly and 
disingenuous, directed against our distinguished fellow-citizen and inflexible 
national democrat, Danie 8S. Drcxrnson, charging him, the intrepid, 
earnest and uncompromising opponent of free-soilism in all its aspects, with 


an affiliation with the Wilmot Proviso! 


And we ask your attention to another prominent exhibition of the pecu- 
liar manner in which these professions of ‘‘harmony and union” have been 
realized. At the legislative session of 1851, a bill passed the house of Ase 
sembly, providing for the speedy enlargement of the canals of this state 
the basis of which was, no taxation, but the completion of these great works 
by an issue of stocks, to be repaid from their surplus revenues—the contri- 
butions solely of the products of the far West and of the citizens of this and 
other states who employ and use the canals. In the Senate, it encountered 
the active hostility of the same politicians that proclaimed the Wilmot Pro- 
viso and originated the impeachment. Twelve members of that body,— 
some of them froma belief that the law was unconstitutional, and others 
from hostility to the proposed enlargement itself, resigned their seats, and 


thus, by preventing the presence of a constitutional vote, defeated the act. . 


At a special election held in the ensuing month, the popular disapprobation 
was manifested in the defeat, by large majorities, of five of these Senators 
who were candidates for re-election; the defeat of a sixth by a tie vote; 
and the election of a seventh by a bare majority of three or four. To the 
remaining. five there was no serious opposition. At an extra session of the 
legislature, convened in the summer of that year, the canal bill became a law. 

At the ensuing fall election, the present State officers were candidates on 
the ‘ united” democratic ticket. Such was their respect for the popular 
sentiment, or such their desire of success, that on the eve of the election, 
they volunteered a public circular, and scattered it throughout the State, 
pledging themselves to carry out the provisions of the canal law. This per- 
formance, and this alone, rescued them from defeat. But they were scarce- 
ly invested with the seals of office, when they commenced the labor of pro- 
curing a judicial decision against its constitutionality, In this effort they 
were successful; and it became necessary. to accomplish this important publie 
object through an amendment to the constitution. At the late annual ses- 
sion an amendment, in conformity to the constitutional provision, avoiding, 
again, the imposition of a tax upon the people, as urged by the enemies of 
the enlargement, and relying for the completion of the public works upon 


their own revenues—the voluntary tolls paid by the great army of growers - 
and shippers who, through these noble channels of intercourse and transpor- ° 


tation, enrich our State and enlarge its resourees—was proposed in the Sen- 
ate by Messrs. Coonuy and VANDERBILT, and it passed that body by a 
very large majority. Such, however, was not its fate in the house. There 
an unscrapulous presiding officer and his associates, the coalesced friends of 
‘union and harmony,” resisted its passage by all the arts and efforts of 
parliamentary obstruction, and the session closed, Jeaying it undisposed of 
on the general orders, At the extra session, also, the same exhibitions of 
hostility delayed action upon it, until the popular expression became so un- 
equivocal, and the fear of consequences so strong, under a natural sensibility 
to the proceedings of a coming State convention, from which they hoped to 
secure a re-nomination, or their friends to obtain control, and to the results 
of a trial at the polls, that the State officers gave the signal, and at once a 
change of tactics in the Assembly passed the proposed amendment substan- 
tially as it came from the Senate, without a dissenting vote. It is a rare 
thing, in the history of parties to witness greater obliquity or greater con- 
tradiction. # 

The union of all true democrats, upon cordial and sincere grounds of prin- 
ciple, and even an honest change of position, when demanded by the public 
good, is an object of approval and admiration. But when old hatreds.and 
opinions are all alive and apparent, and when active and rancorous hostility 
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assumes a sudden attitude of acquiescence, we have a right to suspect the 
motives that prompt both, and to rely upon the sincerity of neither, when 
the object shall be attained. No intelligent citizen, we think, will be de- 
ceived by these occurrences. .No one will believe that the hostility of these 
politicians to the enlargement and completion of the canals, so long and so 
uniformly manifested, has become extinct, or that its virulence is abated. No 
one can doubt that if they succeed in. sufficient numbers, in the Senate and 
Assembly districts at the approaching election, they will be prompt and 
active to defeat, in the next Legislature, the constitutional amendment they 
reluctantly pretended to aid in passing, when its passage was beyond their 
power of prevention. . 

Such, fellow-democrats, were the occurrences and indications under which 
the national democrats proceeded within the past month to the choice of 
delegates to the’ recent State convention. It is well known that in fairly 
contested elections, in the several Assembly districts, they carried a decided 
majority of the delegates. But a fact which ought to have confirmed their 
preponderance, induced in the defeated coalition, only a stronger determina- 
tion and a more unscrupulous effort to frustrate the popular democratic will. 
Steps were at once taken in several of the districts where they had suffered 
defeat, to withhold, by fictitious contestants, seats from clearly chosen dele- 
gates. It was well understood, that to the extent required to annul and 
counteract the majority of the national democrats unquestionably chosen, 
this game would be pushed. Thus at the opening of the convention, some 
thirty-five contestants entered the field. In addition to this mode of re- 
versing or overcoming a majority, most extraordinary efforts, in every form 
of persuasion, inducement or intimidation, were resorted to. A vast array 
of official influence, the force of station, the auxiliaries of wealth, and the 
appliances of power, were thrown into the arena. We were called, indeed, 
to witness a remarkable spectacle, one hitherto unknown in the history of 
our political conventions. The chief magistrate of the State appeared on 
the ground, not by proxy, but in his own proper person, and consented to 
enter the lobby foremost in the active expedients and appeals deemed essen- 
tial to paralyze or overcome the national democratic majority, and to control 
and direct the niovements of the convention. That high functionary was 
accompanied‘by Comptroller Wrieut, Attorney-General CHATFIELD, and 
other State officials; and by officers of high station under the federal gov- 
ernment in the city of New-York—the surveyor of the port, the naval offi- 
cer, and the postmaster; and from the interior they were assisted by the 
postmaster of Hudson, the collectors at Rochester and Oswego, the post- 
master of Buffalo, and other official auxiliaries. LHvery thing was promised 
and everything threatened that the emergency seemed to demand. Mr. 
Cocuran®, known as a prominent leader in the free-soil movements, and 
in the employment of free-soil auxiliaries, assumed to speak ‘“‘by authority,” 
and to denounce, with summary vengeance, all who should venture to des 
cline their association, or resist their dictation, But let it not be supposed, 
for a moment, because prominent place-holders under the general govern- 
ment appeared among the contesting delegates, and were active in bringing 
all the power of their official positions to control the organization and action 
of ‘the convention, that the responsibility of their course rests anywhere 
but upon themselves, and least of all upon the source of their appointment 
to office. The distinguished head of the national democracy, the President 
of the United. States, can have no sympathy with the course of the designs 
of men whose antecedents are all at war with his own patriotic career, and 
who, whatever may be their professions for an immediate object, are antag- 
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onists in fecling’and purpose to all the current of his political life, past and 
for the future, and the avowed principles that govern his public action. 

But we will not detain you longer by any reference to other events, but 

.proceed directly to inform you of what we saw and did at Syracuse, and 
the causes and considerations which induced us to take the course and assume 
the attitude we felt it our duty finally to adopt. When we reached that 
place, ail the influences, official and personal, prought to bear upon dele- 
gates, to overawe their action or to seduce them from the associations and 
friends by whom, in the several districts, they had been elected, were obvi- 
ously, actively and unscripulously at work; and it is not too much to say 
that upon the timid or interested, such influences were not without effect. 
‘But there was another andanew element brought into the arena—one 
which neither the desperation nor the audacity of political partizans, how- 
ever familiar with such associations in their localities, has ventured before to 
“jntroduce for practical performance at a democratic State convention. 

A NUMEROUS BAND OF BULLIES AND FIGHTING MEN, CHIEFLY FROM THE 
erry or New-York, WITH sOME SLIGHT ADDITIONS FROM ALBANY AND 
OTHER PLACES, WERE BROUGHT UPON THE GROUND. AMONG THESE WERE 
NO LESS THAN THREE OF THE MISCREANTS WHO WERE INDICTED AND CON- 
¥ICTED FOR THE MURDEROUS AND UNPROVOKED ASSAULT MADE ON AUGUi- 
vos SonELt, Hsq., WHILST, PRESIDING AS CHAIRMAN oF THE REGULAR 

Democratic GeneraL Commirtex or THE crry or New-York, AT Tam- 
‘many Haxt, In DecEMBER LAST; AND ONE OR MORE OF THEM WERE 
PROMINENT IN THE New-ScoTLAND RIOTS A FEW YEARS SINCE, IN WHICH 
460ME OF THE Frep Soi ‘LEADERS, NOW ON THE GROUND, MADE SUCH 4 
Figure. SEVERAL OF THESE MEN HOLD APPOINTMENTS UNDER Ms. 
-Gocurane, THE Surveyor or THE Port, anp Mr. Fow er, THE Posr- 
-masrer oF New-York. Messrs. Cochrane and Fowler were both preseat 
to contest the seats of rightful delegates, with sundry other specimens of 
the “Sachems” of Tammany Society, a secret, irresponsible, and sef- 
elected corporation, over whom the democracy have no control, who seek 
to prescribe Democratic usages and usurp the right to decide questions 
affecting democratic organization, with which they have no warrant to inter- 
meddle, and over which they have no conceivable authoriny. 

‘Some of us are advanced in years, and have been at Democratic State 

Conventions before; nay, many, many times; but we never yet met at 
Syracuse, or elsewhere, such an assemblage as was drawn there this year 
e4o participate in the proceedings of that body. It boded no good to the 
democratic party, when the executive of the State, the sole dispenser of the 
doning power, and the ferocious visages of convicts and their associates 
loomed in the same gas light. But we trusted that iniquity itself would 
\shrink from any attempt to overawe or silence the rightful members by 
“rate force, and would leave the Convention to the power of reason and 
the moral strength the votes of the majority would necessarily exert. In 
‘ithis-we were disappointed. 
"Qn the morning of the 13th.a room was provided at Brintnall Hall for 
the use of the Convention, and notices or hand-bills posted up, signed by 
dhe chairman and secretary of the State committee, informing members of 
-4he fact.. The delegates were assembling there in an orderly and in the 
: agual manner ; many of them had assembled a short time before 12 o’clock, 
SoWHEN AN ORGANIZED GANG OF FIGHTING MEN, VARIOUSLY ESTIMATED AT 
PROM FIFTY TO SEVENTY-FIVE, RUSHED UP THE STAIR-CASE, ENTERED THE 
\HALL IN A TUMULTUOUS AND VIOLENT MANNER, AND IN A BODY FORCED 
<<GHEIR WAY TO THE PLATFORM, on which stood Mr. Srory, the Chairman of 
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the State committee, Mr. Madden of Orange and some other delegates. 
ConsricuoUs AMONG THESE RUFFIANs was Witiaam H. Lupiow, or Sur- 
FOLK, SPEAKER oF THE LAST AssEmBLy, Surveyor Cocurane, Post- 
mastER Fow ier anp Sacnem Dunzap, THEY HURRIED TOWARDS THE 
PLATFORM, AND SOME OF THEM MoUNTED IT. Many OF THE FIGHTING 
MEN ALSO JUMPED ON THE PLATFORM, ONE OF WHOM HAD ‘THE AUDACITY. TO 
SEIZE HOLD oF Mr. Srory, BUT WAS QUICKLY SHAKEN oFF BY Him. A 
SCENE OF INDESCRIBABLE CONFUSION ENSUED. YELLS, HOOTING, SHOUTING 
AND CLAMOR OF EVERY KIND WERE HEARD. 

When order had been temporarily restored, Mr. Story called the conven- 
tion to order, and proposed Mr. Barnes, of Chenango, as temporary chair- 
map. At the same instant Mr. Madden named Mr. Skinner, of Wyoming. 
Both put the question and both declared it carried, and each attempted to 
take the chair. The fighting men hurried Mr. Skinner up on a chair, and 
Mr. Cassidy, of the Albany Atlas, with a view of unseating Mr. Barnzs, 
knocked the chair from under him. Gen. WARD, of Westchester, distin- 
guished for his long association with the democracy of the State, and_re- 
spected for his virtues, strove to get a hearing, and implored the persons 
not delegates to retire to the farther end of the room. Two oF THESE 
FIGHTING MEN STOOD NEXT HIM, ONE ON EITHER SIDE, PREPARED—FOR THEY 
WERE ARMED—TO REPEAT THE SAME OPERATION ON HIM THAT HAD PREVI- 
OUSLY REEN ATTEMPTED ON THE CHAIRMAN OF THE Naw-York GENERAL 
Commirrse ; but no signal was given and they forbore the assault. It was 
then proposed that both Mr. Barnes and Mr. Skinner should act as joint 
chairmen ; and secretaries having been named, the roll was called and the 
delegates and contestants in attendance duly noted. A motion was imme- 
diately made and carried, that the convention take a recess wutil 4 o'clock, 

and we left the hall. Y 
‘The same afternoon, at 3 o’clock, a large number of the delegates met 
for consultation at the Globe Hotel, and after a full interchange of opinion, 
having ascertained that the Brintnall Hall was pre-occupied by the fighting 
men and desperadoes, concluded that it was unsafe and improper to return to 
the scene of the morning’s outrage. The roll being called and a majority 
of the’delegates answering to their names, it was decided to continue the 
proceedings at that place. One delegate only, Mr. Grant. of Oswego, re- 
commended that -we should go back to Brintnall Hall, and “fight it out.” 
But.as the majority were unused to such movements, the proposition was 
declined, and Mr. Grant left us, to be rewarded, as we afterwards learned, 
by being made President of those who still kept possession of Brintnall 
Hall, and whose partizans in Oswego county had, on the day preceding the 
State convention, got up a spurious meeting and appointed a delegate to 
contest his seat; but who, for an obvious reason, omitted to appear in that 
capacity. . 

We accordingly resumed and concluded our legitimate business, and the 
result, fellow citizens, has been communicated to you in the resolutions 
passed and the ticket we have presented for your suffrages. 

We ask, fellow democrats, for a candid and unprejudiced consideration of 
the facts we have set forth. All reflecting men will see that our final course 
was dictated alike by a due regard to our personal safety and the preserva- 
tion of our political rights. The strength of the democratic party, by a 
decided preponderance in the State, was clearly with us. It was largely 
and emphatically so in the city of New-York. To overcome or neutralize 
this preponderance, two extraordinary but characteristic modes were resorted 
to—the introduction of spurious contesting delegations, and the employ- 
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ment of physical purchased force. Hither or both were to be brought into 
requisition, as a desperate emergency might require. The preliminary 
machinery to effect this object, to which we have alluded in another part of 
this address, was set in motion in December last, in the city of New-York. 
The regular Democratic General Committee, representing three fourths of 
the democratic electors of that city, were then in possession of Tammany 
Hall. While engaged in the usual and peacable transaction of their politi. 
cal duties, they were broken in upon with violence, and the members of the 
committee asaulted, their chairman struck down aud his life endangered, and 
all were driven out by an armed gang of hired desperadoes, employed for 
that purpose by the same partizans who brought them to the intended per- 
formance of like acts of violence and outrage at Syracuse. The Tammany 
society, comprised of the same partizans and their auxiliaries, without au- 
thority or precedent, and wholly without responsibility or pretence of right, 
assumed to determine the claim of regularity ; aud this was the sole warrant 
under which a faction, a small minority claiming to be democrats, obtained 
possession of the Hall, and voted to instal themselves into seats which be- 
longed of right to the duly constituted democratic committee. The game 
was pursued in the selection of sixteen spurious delegates, who appeared at 
Syracuse, with an armed force, such, in some instances the same, as that 
which invaded Tammany Hall. 

Gan it be imagined that such preparation and such auxiliaries were inten- 
ded to promote concord or secure union among democrats ? If they had 
desired the harmonious action of the democratic party, instead of gangs of 
hired fighting men, they would have brought to the convention an earnest spirit 
of conciliation, and would have proposed the withdrawal of their spurious Tam- 
many delegation, and such a division of the representation from the city 
as would accord with the preponderating numbers of the national democracy. 
But harmony, or a desire to strengthen the national administration, formed 
no part of the real design. The chief object, first and last, was to carry 
through an endorsement of the State administration, to which it was well 
known a majority of the democracy of the State were opposed. To this 
end, all the machinery of spurious delegations and armed bullying, was 
brought into requisition, It was to be attained by any means, by appli- 
ances, promises of office, menace, the personal solicitations of high official 
functionaries, and finally by an armed and hired interference. If unattain- 
able through all this formidable preparation, they would have broken up the 
convention. Harmonious co-operation in this spirit, it was obvious, was an 
impracticability. In short, there was left to the national democratic dele- 
gates, one of two alternatives,—either to yield their rightful position in the 
convention to force or fictitious claimants and acquiesce in the endorsement 
of the State administration, or to avoid further exposure of their persons or 
their rights, and act, in the selection of candidates and the avowal of princi- 
ples, for the democracy by whom they were delegated, unmolested by vio- 
lence or extraneous pressure. They chose the latter. They preferred a 
fairly constituted national democratic convention, to a tyrannous or incon- 
gruous association. 

We have now given you an accurate and truthful recital of the proceed- 
ings of the Democratic State Convention, the antecedent occurrences, and 
the events immediately connected with it. We have sought to do this in a 
plain manner, without any attempt to arouse or stimulate any feeling of an- 
ger or animosity at those who incited the brutal conduct we have described. 
Our appeal is to your judgment, not to your passions. We have made up 
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a ticket entirely worthy of your support, and we confidently ask for it your 
suffrages. Here it is, Read it over carefully, make up your minds delib- 
erately, and then go to the polls and vote: 


For Seeretary of State, 
GEORGE W. CLINTON, of Erie. 
’ For Comptroller, 
JAMES E. COOLEY, of Richmond. 
For State Treasurer, 
WINSLOW C. WATSON, of Essex. 
. For Attorney-General, 
JAMES T. BRADY, of New-York. 
For Canal Commissioner, 
JOHN ©. MATHER, of Rensselaer. 
For State Engineer and Surveyor, 
JOHN D. FAY, of Monroe. 
For State Prison Inspector, 
MILES W. BENNETT, Onondaga. 
For Judges of the Court of Appeals, 
HIRAM DENIO, of Oneida, (short term.) 
CHARLEL H. RUGGLES, of Dutchess, (full term.) 
For Clerk of the Court of Appeals, 
SAMUEL S. BOWNE, of Otsego. 


The gentlemen who have been placed on this ticket are all well known 
to you for their high personal character, and abundant competency for the 
positions named, and we do not mean to enter upon any labored vindication 
of their principles. With the exception of the Justices of the Court of 
Appeals—an office, in our judgment, not strictly within the arena of party . 

olitics, and now so ably filled by the gentlemen we have re-nominated, and 
the faithful and fearless democratic State officer whom faction and personal 
hatred have labored to crush, and whose nomination was an act of justice 
and duty—they are all what are called new men. But they are all sound 
democrats, free from any taint of abolitionism. They are honest men. 
The promises they make will be kept. The interests of this great State, 
and more than all, the integrity of the Constitution will be safe in their 
hands. The Canals will be finished, and economically finished. The 
Government will be conducted wisely and well. And if they shall secure, 
as we hope they will receive, your suffrages, the organization of the demo- 
cratic party will be continued in the people; a rebuke will be administered 
to those who have brought disgrace on themselves by the employment of 
brute force ; abolitionism will be for ever silenced as an element of politi- 
cal agitation, and the result will be hailed with delight by all good citizens 
throughout the length and breadth, not only of our own glorious State, but 


the whole of our common country. ; 
MINOR OC. STORY, President. 
Vice-Presidents—Joun Dimon, Naruan Barrett, Rozert McCrer- 
Lanp, Danie D. Campers, Joun Ruger, Jairus Frencu, Tuomas J. 
Reynoips, Rosert H. SuHanKLanp. 
Secretaries—Gipton J. Tucker, James H. Hurcnins, Pury M. 
Bromiey, Abram Vernam, Joun S, Narew. 
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DEMOCRATIC STATE CONVENTION. 
OPENING SESSION. 


The Democratic State Convention assembled at Brintnall Hall, in the 
city of Syracuse, on the 13th day of September, 1853, at 12 o’clock. noon, 
pursuant to the call of the State Committee, and public notice given by its 
Chairman and Secretary. : 

The Convention was called to order by Hon. Minor C. Story, Chair- 
man of the State Committee, and upon his motion, 

Ina P. Barnes, Esq., of Chenango, was called to the chair temporarily, 
and Wo. F. Russewt, of Ulster, appointed Secretary pro tem. 

The names of the persons claiming seats were then called over, and the 
delegates elect responded to their names. 

On motion of Gen. A. Warp, the Convention took a recess until 4 Pp. M. 


AFTERNOON SESSION. 


Eglt having been ascertained that Brintnall Hall had been, during the 
recess, pre-occupied by persons not delegates, with a view to overawe and 
control the proccedings of the Convention, the Convention reassembled, 
upon the call of its temporary Chairman, at the Globe Hotel, at 4 o’clock 
p. M., the hour to which it stood adjourned, when Ira P. Barnus, of 
Chenango, resumed the chair, and called the Convention to order. 

The roll being called, the delegates whose names are appended to these 
proceedings by order of the Convention, responded. 

On motion, Mr. A. D. Warr, of Washington, was added as Secretary 
pro tem. of the Convention. 

Hon. James Maurice, of Queens, alluding to the riotous conduct with 
which the Convention was threatened, and had already been disturbed, 
moved the appointment of a committee of two to wait upon the Mayor of 
the city, and request the protection of the police force during its session. 
But this motion was waived, on the suggestion of A. P. Grant, of Oswego. 

James Mazzirt, of Dutchess county, from a meeting convened at 
Brintnall Hall, requested the attendance of Mr. Barnes to act as presiding 
officer, in conjunction with the individual acting in that capacity at that meeting. 

Mr. Barnes, with the approval of the Convention, responded in writing, 
as follows: 

T have been waited upon by James Mabbitt, Esq., of Dutchess, requesting 
my attendance at Brintnall’s Hall, to.act as presiding officer in conjunction 
with the individual who claims to have been elected. My reply is, that myself 
and friends do not consider ourselves in safety in an assemblage controlled and 
overawed by’ bullies imported for the purpose, and therefore, respectfully pre- 
senting my compliments to the persons there assembled, I decline participating 
in their deliberations. Very respectfully, IRA P. BARNES. 

Gen. Aaron Warp, of Westchester, moved the appointment by th 
chair of a committee of eight, one from each judicial district, to report per 
manent officers for the convention—which was carried. ‘ 

The Chair appointed the following committee :-— 

- Aaron Ward, of Westchester, John Wheeler, of New-York, Stephen Clark, 
of Albany, D. D. Campbell, of Schenectady, Wm. Carlisle, of Jefferson, Aus- 
burn Birdsall, of Broome, Thos. J. Reynolds, of Steuben, and Harmon S. Cut- 


ting, of Erie. 
On motion of Joun RuceEr, of Onondaga, S. S. Bown, of Otsego, was 


admitted as delegate from the second district of Otsego. 

During the absence of the committee, S. 8. Bowne, of Otsego, and Gen. 
OrviLie CLARK, of Washington, addressed the Convention in eloquent 
language upon the principles and measures of the Democratic party. 
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Gen. Warp, from the committee on organization, reported the following as 
permanent officers of the Convention, which report wasagreed to hy acclamation: 

For President —Hon. MINOR C. STORY, of Dutchess. ; 

For Vice President.—\st. district, Joun Dimon, of New-York ; 2d district, 
Naruan Barrett, of Richmond ; 3d district, Ropert MoLELLAND, of Colum- 
bia ; 4th district, Dan: D. Camppett, of Schenectady ; 5th district, JOHN 
Rueer, of Onondaga ; 6th district, Jamus Frenou, of Madison, 7th district, 
Tomas J. RuyNnoups, of Steuben ; 8th district, Ropert H. SHANKLAND, of 
Cattaraugus. P 

For Secretaries—Gideon J. Tucker, of New-York ; James H. Hutchins, of 
Kings ; Pliny M. Bromley, of Monroe; Abram Vernam, of Livingston; John 
S. Nafew, of Albany. : 

On motion of J. W. Graves, of Orleans, the thanks of the Convention 
were unanimously tendered to the temporary officers of the Convention. 

A. Brrpsat1,of Broome, moved that a committee of sixteen, consisting 
of two delegates from each judicial district, be appointed to report resolu- 
tions and an address for the consideration of the Convention—which was 
agreed to. 

Mr. J. W. Gravus, of Orleans, moved that a committee of three from 
each judicial district be appointed to report nominations for State officers 
for the consideration of this convention; and, at the suggestion of Mr. 
Wixeer, of Rengsclaer, that such committee be appointed by the delegates 
of the respective districts. Adopted. 

The delegates from the several judicial districts then retired, and on the 
convention coming to order, reported the following names to constitute the 
committee on. nominations :— 

Ist District, George G. Sickles, Thomas Reilly, Abram Moore; 2d, Nathan 
Barrett, Teunis G. Bergen, Edmund G. Sutherland ; 3d, Stephen Clark, Sam- 
uel Stover, Tobias Bouck ; 4th, David Barrett, Hiram Roberts, Daniel D. Camp- 
bell ; 5th, John Ruger, Thomas P. Saunders, Authur M. Beardsley ? 6th, Ad- 
dison D. Adams, Samuel S. Bowne, Ausburn Birdsall ; 7th, Pliny M. Bromley, 
J. Richmond Pratt, William H. Cuyler ; 8th, Jesse Angell, Earl Kidder, John 
W. Graves. : 

'Fhe convention, on motion of Gen. WARD, took a recess until 8 o’clock p.m. 

EVENING SESSION. 

The chairman announced the following committee on resolutions and address: 

6th district, Ausburn Birdsall ; 1st do., Edwin Croswell, Gideon J. Tucker; 
2d do., James Maurice, Edwin Suffern; 3d do., James Sutherland, Jr., John 
S. Emans; 4th, A. D. Wait, Hiram Roberts; 5th, Arthur M. Beardsley, Wil- 
liam Carlisle; 6th, Samuel 8S. Bowne; 7th, Thomas J. Reynolds, E. Henry 
Barnard; 8th, Harmon S. Cutting, Orvis Nichols. 

Grorcr G. Stcxuss, from the committee.on nominations, reported the 
following as candidates for State officers ; 

For Secretary of State—GEORGE W. CLINTON, of Erie. 

For Comptroller—JAMES E. COOLEY, of Richmond. 

For Attorney-General—J AMES I. BRADY, of New-York. 

For Treasurer—WINSLOW ©. WATSON, of Essex. 

For Canal Commissioner—JOHN C. MATHER, of Rensselaer. 

For State Engineer and. Surveyor—JOHN D. FAY, of Monroe. 

For State Prison Inspector—MILES W. BENNETT, of Onondaga. 

For Judges of the Court of Appeals—(for the full term)—CHARLES H. 
RUGGLES, of Dutchess; (for the unexpired term)—HIRAM DENIO, of Oneida. 

For Clerk of Court of Appeala—SAMUEL S. BOWNE, of Otsego. 

Mr. Curtine, of Erie, moved to amend the report by substituting the 
name of Grorce Coxe, of Erie, instead of that of Joun D. Fav, for 
State Engineer and Surveyor, which, after debate, was withdrawn by the mover. 

On motion the report of the committee was unanimously confirmed, and 
its nominations approved by acclamation and with cheers. 


Mr. Barnes, of Chenango, moved that a committee of three be appoint- 
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ed for the purpose of reporting to the convention the names of proper per- 
sons to constitute a State committee; which was agreed to. 

The Cuair appointed as such committee, Ira P. Barnes, of Chenango, 
Samuel Stover, of Rensselaer, and Ausburn Birdsall, of Broome. 

Mr. Sicxies of New-York, moved that the delegates attending this Con- 
vention sign the official report of its proceedings and that the names of 
such delegates as have attended this Convention, and who may have left the 
city, or for other cause may be unable to sign in person, be added by the 
officers of the Convention, which was agreed to. 

Judge Surrern, of Rockland, from the committee appointed to prepare 
resolutions and an address, reported the following series, which were read 
and unanimously adopted, with hearty acclamation :— 

Resolved, That the platform of principles established by the Democratic 
National Convention at Baltimore, in 1852, continues to receive our hearty con- 
currence and approbation asa whole and in all its parts; and we hereby de- 
clare our adherence thereto and reliance thereupon, as containing in letter and 
in spirit the true principles of democracy. 

Reso!ved, That we most cordially concur in and embrace, and congratulate 
the democracy of the Union upon the elevated doctrine promulgated by Presi- 
dent Pierce in his Inaugural Address;-that we refer to the sentiments thus 
avowed, with just pride, believing them suchas should control the national 
government in its foreign and domestic policy, and such as will maintain the in- 
terests and honor of our country, untarnished before the Nations of the earth. 

Resolved, That we coincide with the President in his opinion, that “ it is not 
to be disguised that our attitude as a nation, and our position on the globe, 
renders the acquisition of certain possessions not within our jurisdiction, emi- 
nently important for our protection, if not in the future essential, for the pre- 
servation of the rights of commerce, and the peace of the world ’’?— and also 
with the principle which we all regard as fundamental, that “‘ the rights, secu- 
rity and repose of this confederacy, reject the idea of interference or coloniza- 
tion on this side of the ocean,by any foreign power beyond present jurisdic- 
tion,” as utterly inadmissable. , 

Resolved, That the Democracy of the State of New-York re-affirm the doc- 
trine of the inaugural ‘‘that involuntary servitude, as it exists in different 
States of this confederacy, is recognised by the Constitution—that it stands 
like any other admitted right, and that the States where it exists are entitled to 
efficient remedies to enforce the constitutional provisions ’—that ‘‘the laws of 
1850, commonly called the ‘‘compromise measures,” are strictly constitutional, 

‘ and to be unhesitatingly carried into effect ’’—that ‘ the constituted authori- 
ties of this republic are bouud to regard the rights of the South in this respect, 
as they would view any other legal and constitutional right—and that the laws 
to enforce them should be respected and obeyed, not with a reluctance encour- 
aged by abstract opinions as to their propriety in a different state of society, 
but cheerfully, and according to the decisions of the tribunal to which their 
exposition belongs;”? and that the Democratic party of this State stands 
pledged, so far asit depends upon the political and personal action of its members, 
that every law adopted by the constituted authorities of the United States, in- 
cluding the Fugitive Slave law, shall be faithfully enforced within this State. 

Reso’ved, That we congratulate our fellow Democrats throughout the State, 
upon the adoption, by the present Legislature, of the amendment to the Consti- 
tution, designed to provide for the enlargement and completion of the canals, 
in accordance with the pledges given by the Democratic party to the people of 
the State—a result mainly due to the unyielding efforts of Democratic Senators, 
a among whom was the Hon. Jamus E. Cooisny, our candidate for 

omptroller,) upon whose course the people will stamp their approbation, and 
which gives hope of the speedy completion of that great system of public 
works of which our State has just cause to be proud; and we pledge ourselves 
to persevere in the good work until it shall be placed beyond all contingency, 
not only by Constitutional amendment, but, by the actual construction of the 
several works therein provided for. q 

Resolved, That whilst we earnestly desire the cordial and permanent union 


15 


of the democratic party, we are admonished as well by reason as by a dearly 
purchased experience, that no union can be either successful or tolerable, but 
such as is founded on concurrence in leading principles; that all attempts to 
establish or maintain a union between those of conflicting sentiments, by what- 
soever name it may be dignified, is at best a coalition, hostile to harmonious ac- 
tion, demoralizing in all its tendencies, destructive of the true interests of the 
democratic party, and inevitably tending to defeat, disruption and disgrace. 

Resolved, 'That this convention re-aflirms the following resolution adopted 
by the New-Hampshire Democratic State Convention, June 9th, 1853 :— 

Resolved, That in the judgment of this Convention, the Platform adopted 
by the late Baltimore Convention, cannot be regarded as a compromise of prin- 
ciple; nor as an amnesty to factions that have for years been arrayed against 
the Democratic party and the Union, except upon the condition of unqualified 
recognition of and adhesion to its principles, and undoubted assurance of future 
fidelity and devotion to the Democratic cause. 

Reso'ved, That regardless of former divisions, we tender the right hand of 
fellowship to all who sincerely concur with us in the foreeoing sentiments; we 
cordially invite them to unite with us in rallying and uniting upon these princi- 
ples, the Democratic masses, and in lending them at all times and upon all oc- 
easions, their countenance, encouragement and support. 

Reso'ved, That this Convention recognizes in the several candidates nomina- 
ted by it, true and faithful exponents of the principles of the Democratie party 
as herein set forth, and that we pledge ourselves to the hearty and energetic¢ 
support of the ticket at the polls. 

Reso!ved, That these proceedings be published in the Democratic papers, and 
also in the New-York Herald, Washington Union, and Syracuse Star. 

The committee asked leave to prepare and issue an address after the ad- 
journment of the convention, which was agreed to. : 

Judge SurrEern, of Rockland, moved that the secretaries of this conven- 
tion notify the several candidates of their nomination—which was agreed to. 

Joun CO. Marner, the democratic candidate for Canal Commissioner, 
being called upon, returned thanks to the convention in a neat and eloquent 
speech, which was enthusiastically cheered. 

Mr. Stover, of Rensselaer, from thé committee appointed to select a 
State Committee reported, for consideration, the following names ! 

Srare CoMMITTEE. 

First District—Augustus Schell, Richard T. Mulligan, John B Haskin. 

Second District—Chauncey F. Belknap, Andred E. Suffern, Ward B. Howard. 

Third District—John §. Nafew, James R. Fonda, Lyman Tremain. 

Fourth District—Clement M. Davidson, A. D. Wait, Thomas B. Mitchell. 

Fifth District—Squire Utley, Thomas P. Saunders, John Ruger. 

Sixth District—Burr B. Andrews, George Clark, 0. L. Grant. 

Seventh District—William H. Cuyler, R. S. Brundage, E. Darwm Smith. 

Eighth District—Alexis Ward, William G. Bryan, Harmon 8. Cutting. 

Mr. Eaauesron, of Albany, offered the following resolution, which was 
adopted :— : 

Resolved, That the State Committee be empowered to fill any vacancies tha’ 
may arise in the nominations for State officers, made by this Conyention. 

Mr. SickuxEs offered the following resolution, which was unanimously 
adopted, with loud cheers :— 

Resolved, That the able, manly and fearless course of the Hon. Dantet S. 
Dickinson, in leading the Democracy in its victory, and in his firm, fearless, 
and uncompromising course in the Senate of the United States, and at the 
Baltimore Convention of 1852, commands our warmest admiration; and that 
the National Democracy look to him, in the future as in the past, to support the 
democratic national platform,and 4s the time-honored standard bearer of the party 

On motion of Mr: Warsu; of New-York, ‘the thanks of the Convention 
were tendered to the President, for his services as presiding officer. 

On motion of Mr. Marsu, of New-York, the thanks of the Convention 


were tendered to the Vice Presidents and Secretaries. - 
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During the absence of the committees, and the recesses taken by the 
Convention, eloquent and interesting addresses were made by Gen. Warp, 
of Westchester, Harmon S. Currine, Esq., of Buffalo, Gen. ORVILLE 
Ciarx, of Washington, Judge Bowne, of Otsego, J. W. Graves, Esq, 


of Orleans, Hon. Mike Watsu, of New-York, Samuet Stover, Hsq., ‘of 


Rensselaer, and by our distinguished guest Lieut. Gov. WinuanD, of Indi- 
ana, who were repeatedly interrupted by enthusiastic cheers. 

On motion, the Convention adjourned sine die, with nine hearty cheers for 
the ticket. : MINOR C. STORY, President. 


Vice-Presidenis—Joun Dimon, NatHan Barrer, Roperr McCiLeLLanD, 
Dann’ D. Campsenr, Joun Ruger, Jarrus Frencu, Tuomas J. REYNOLDS, 
Roserr H. SHanxianp, aut 

Secreiaries—Gipuon J. Tucker, James H. Hurontns, Priny M. Brom- 
LEY, ABRAM VerNAM, Joun S. Narew, 


ALBANY. Kings. - ORLEANS. 
1. Lemuel M.Rogers, (alt.)1. Teunis G. Bergen. = J. W. Graves, (alt.) 
2. John 8. Nafew. 2. John Kavanagh. OtsEGo. 
3. Wm. Eggleston. 3. Jas. K. Hutchins. 3. Jared C. Gregory. 
4. Stephen Clark. Lryiveston. QUEENS. 
ALLEGANY. 1. Curtis Hawley. James Maurice. 
1. E.- W. Parks. 2. Abram Vernam. RENSSELAER. 
2. Jesse Angell. Mantson. 1. Samuel Stover. 
: Brooms. 1. S..G. Mott. 2. Chas. J. Wilbur. 
Ausburn Birdsall. 2. Jairus French. 3. John I. Vosburgh. 
CATTARAUGUS. Monroz. RIcHMOND. 
1. Robert H. Shankland. 1. E. Henry Barnard,*alt. Nathan Barrett; (alt.) 
2. Benj. F. Chamberlain. 2. P. M. Bromley. RooKLaNnD. 
CAYUGA. 3. John Murdock. Edward Suffern. 
1. Daniel Cogswell. New-York. SARATOGA. 
2. Benjamin Lattin. * 1. Abraham Moore. H. Rockwell. 
3. G. H. Carr. 2. Thomas J. Barr, (alt.) SCHENECTADY. 
CHAUTAUQUE. 38. Henry J. Allen. D. D. Campbell. 
1. Orvis’ Nichols. 4. Gideon J. Tucker. Scnonmariz. 
2. H. B. Nichols. 5. James Murphy. 1. Tobias Bouck. 
CHENANGO. 6. John B. Haskin, (alt.)2. Seth Eldridge. 
1. Ira P. Barnes. 7. George G. Sickles. | SENECA. 
2. Addison D. Adams: 8. Joseph M. Marsh. * James M. Stevenson. 
Coumsta. 9. George White. STEUBEN. 

1. Rob. McClelland, (alt..) Erastus W. Glover, (alt.) 2. Charles H. Perry. 
2. Jas. Sutherland, jr. 10. John Quinn. 3. Thomas J. Reynolds. 
DELAWARE. 11. John Dimon. TIOGA. 

1..H. S. Mitchell. 12. Mike Walsh. Jas. W. Howe. 
Dourcusss. 13. John Wheeler. TOMPKINS. 
1. John S. Emans. 14. Theodore Martine. 2. John A. Williams. 
2. Minor C. Story. 15. Thomas Reilly. : ULSTER. 
Erm. 16. Edwin Croswell. 1. Wm. F. Russell. 
1. Harmon S. Cutting. NIAGARA. WARREN. | 
3. H. B. Johnson. 1. Jerome B. Ransom. Hiram Roberts. ° 
4. George J. Bryan, 3. John Henning. WASHINGTON. 
Fortron and Haminton. ONEIDA. 1. A. D. Wait, (alt) 
Garrett A. Newkirk. 1. Arthir M. Beardsley. 2. David Barrett. 
GENESEE. 3. William D. Storms. . WAYNE. 
1. Karl Kidder. “ONONDAGA. -. William H. Cuyler. 
2. F. M. Drake, (alt.).- 1: Sanford‘@: Parker. © Wrsrcnnsrer. 
Herkimer. 2. Miles W. Bennett. 1. Aaron Ward. ; 
1. Charles A. Gray. 3. John Ruger. 2. Edmund G. Sutherland. 
2. D. B. Dievendorf. 4. John M. Jaycox. » YATES. 
JEFFERSON. ONTARIO. . Edward Hoogland. 
1. Thomas P. Sanders. .. 1,.Stephen-Parker. ee ape 
2. William Carlisle. 2.. J. Richinond Pratt. 


